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Preface

L]

On January 17th, 2010, we were shocked by a tragedy of the
capsized dragon boat involving a rowing team from the Chung Ling High School at sea off
Lebuh Macallum. There were 17 students on that fateful boat and a teacher who was
coaching them to be champion rowers. As they were preparing to row back to shore after
their last lap of practice, the team allegedly crashed into an anchored tug boat. All fell into
the swirling waters and 12 managed to either swim back to shore or were rescued by
passing fishing vessels. The tragedy claimed the young lives of 5 bright students and a
dedicated teacher We share the pain and grieve of their families

YWater and sports can be an enjoyable mix. There are many fun
activities available for every type of water enwvironment. But when sports and water are
combined, activities take on a whole new dimension, and have the potential to be
dangerous. Even if you know how to swim, yvou should still take the precautions to be
safe, Penang Port can be regarded as one of busiest port in the country. The port
handles more than 6000 merchant ships a year. Some areas may not suitable for
maritime recreation and water sport activities due to heavy shipping traffic. While, some
areas are dangerous for such activities due to strong current, underwater turbulence,
rough seas, heavy swell and riptide

Promoting the maritime recreation and water sport activities is a good
thing but all persons irvolved shall takes appropriate measures to ensure their safety.
Therefore, | have taken initiative to coordinate with relevant agencies namely, Municipal
Council of Penang lIsland, Marine Operation Force, Malaysia Maritime Enforcement
Agency and Marine Department Malaysia to prepare the procedures relating to marntime
recreation and water sport events in Penang Port. These procedures was intended to
promote safety of such activities in Penang Port and | hope such tragedy will not recur.
Finally, | would like to take this opportunity to extent my sincere appreciation to all parties
involved. Thank you.

TAMN CHENG LIANG
Chairman

Penang Port Commission
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Penang Fort Commission
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